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Abstract 

The aim of this study was to shed light on the predicaments of the thrown away children in their ongoing social life and also 

their situational analysis of basic and human rights in Bangladesh. The primary aim of this study is coming to fight the 

response of communities, the UNICEF, the ILO and many social and human rights organizations about the thrown away 

children in Bangladesh and the second aimis drawing successful strategies to make exploitation free life on the basis of the 

existing laws to eradicate the child abuse arranging safe childhood. 
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1. Introduction 

The greatest English poet William Butler Yeats, a 

Nobellaureate in Literature once says, 

“Come away, O human child! 

To the waters and the wild 

With a fairy, hand in hand, 

For the world's more full of weeping 

Than you can understand.” [1] 

Children ‘lost, stolen and disappearing’and 'robbed’ of their 

childhood below at their 18 years ages living, working, 

playing and sleeping on the street or any other unhygienic 

conditions are deprived of basic rights are the thrown away 

children [2-8]. Like all other children although they have the 

basic rights to develop, survive and thrive, they encounter 

innumerable problems and their predicaments are shocking 

and surprisingly most of the people in Bangladesh even do 

not “bat an eye at street children sleeping in the mid-

afternoon sun” [9]. So now it is time to let their plight be 

known to all to let the conscience of humanity revolt [10-13]. 

According to Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, among a total 

child population (5-17 years old) of 42.39 million the total 

number of working children in urban areas of Bangladesh is 

estimated 1.5 million. Many of these children living, 

working, playing and sleeping on the streets and are deprived 

of their human rights [14]. Three are numerous children 

living on street in the big cities and towns particularly in 

Dhaka city. They live an inhuman life and a significant 

portion of them are involved in begging [15-17]. These 

children who are in lacking the proper requirements of life 

and they are tagged as ‘severely deprived’ children. These 

severe deprivations can be found with their not having the 
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adequate services in the provision of shelter, food, sanitation, 

water, information, nutrition, education, and health etc [18-

20]. Despite constitutional recognition of the right to shelter 

for all citizens, 41% of all children are deprived of adequate 

shelter [21-23]. These children are in vogue as a part of 

thrown away (forced to leave home) children in more 

developed nations more likely to come from single-parent 

homes or due to the consequence of polygamy in different 

societies across the world [24, 25]. These fellow children are 

often subject to abuse, neglect, exploitation, or extreme cases, 

murder by clean-up squad hired by businessmen, criminal 

gang and very often the police to retain great business benefit 

[26-28]. 

Bangladesh has a high incidence of thrown way children 

because half of its population living below poverty line. For 

this reason children have to work for their families survive. 

Poverty and child labour are associated with each other and 

these have significant impacts on childhood malnutrition and 

incompetent labor force of a nation [29, 30]. Besides, there 

are many conspicuous causes behind the harsh curtain of 

their life, such as over population, family disintegration, 

unemployment, illiteracy, unplanned urbanization, 

landlessness, natural disasters, oppression of step father or 

mother’s non-social behaviours [31-33] etc., which are 

indeed quite pathetic and matters of investigation and these 

problems are to be tackled in the best possible ways for the 

overall betterment of these ill-fated children [34, 35]. 

 

Figure 1. Working places of thrown away children in Bangladesh [31]. 

In 2015, 42.6% thrown away children worked in hotel, 22% 

in garage, 12% in workshop 7% in factories and 6% in 

vehicles. A study done by Kamruzzaman and Hakim (2015) 

summarizes that among the homeless children 32.9% work in 

restaurant, 18.8% in industry, 11.8% in transport and 18.8% 

in Industries Dhaka city [31]. Summon (2007) summarizes 

that there are five factors that can lead to child labor in 

Bangladesh. He also said that illiterate and poor are interring 

related [36]. The thrown away children are poor because they 

are illiterate and illiterate because they are poor [37] Some 

social factor that can be include dynamics of parents and 

children as a family unit and socio-economic inequality that 

can be lead to child labour in Bangladesh [38-41]. The ILO 

also estimated that there are 30% of children in Bangladesh 

are economically active [42]. 

2. Situational Analysis of 
Thrown Away Children in 

Bangladesh 

Bangladesh is an agricultural and most of the people are poor 

and the average family size is 5-7 persons. Most of the 

families’ father works as a rickshawpuller or day laborer and 

the mother as a domestic help. Poverty leads to quarrels, 

tension and can ultimately resultin cruel treatment of children 

which result in thrown away situation [43, 44]. The huge 

percentage of homeless children is found to be the 

malnutrition gainers by dint of lacked access to safe drinking 

water, inadequate nutritious foods, lack of hygiene practices 

and shelter [45-47]. These thrown away children are the 

different diseases sufferers on the basis of seasonal variation 

and some are chronic health disorders sufferers according to 

their dwelling topographic variation. About 73% of street 

children in Dhaka city suffer from chronic malnutrition while 

mortality and morbidity status among street dwellers has 

reached an alarming level for lack of basic health and 

nutritional care services [48-50]. In line with this, the 

homeless population in Dhaka, of which a significant number 

is the child beggars; is known to face extortion, erratic 

unemployment, exposure to violence, sexual harassment, and 

to engage in high-risk behaviors. Sometimes they are 

engagedin various kinds of criminal activities by touch of 

criminal gang and peers [27, 31]. These thrown away 

children are in deprivation to their rights to rights to survival, 

education and safe childhood [28]. 

3. Perspective of the UNICEF 

The UNICEF has already started works with the government 

of Bangladesh to reduce child labor and establish learning in 

urban area because in urban area a lot of thrown away 

children working in garments industry and textile mills. They 

through aproject called Basic Education for Hard to Reach 

Urban Working Children (BEHTRUWC). Their learning 

centers provide basic education in Bangle, English, Social 

Science and Mathematics. They also learn life-skills 

education, interpersonal relationships, critical thinking and 

decision making that can be help children future life. The 

basic education course duration is 40 months and there are 

five learning cycles of eight months. Students work and study 

in small groups. These groups are making according their 

skill level and sometimes random selection to encourage peer 
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to peer learning [51]. This program contributes to national 

efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor in 

Bangladesh. In 2010 UNICEF also developed National 

Children Policy and its specific objective is to protect 

children from child labor. UNICEF has been advocating for 

the creation of a children code in order to harmonize 

domestic legislation with the convention on the right of the 

child including article 32 on child labour [52]. They also 

work with Ministry of Social Welfare and other Ministry and 

NGOs to undertake the mapping and assessment of 

Bangladesh child protection system. 

4. Perspective of the ILO 

In 1999 Bangladesh has ratified the ILO Worst Forms of 

Child Labour Convention (No. 182) but in 1973 has not 

ratified the Minimum Age Convention (No. 138). They say 

that corruption and weak institutional capacity is the main 

problem in the monitoring process of the government in 

Bangladesh. The monitoring system addresses only the 

formal sectors, where as child labour is in the informal 

economy. Bangladesh government has not taken action 

toreduce commercial sex with children. ILO conventionno. 

182 requires the government to take effective and time bound 

measures to 

a) Prevent the engagement of children in the worst forms of 

child labour 

b) Provide the necessary and appropriate direct assistance for 

the removal of children from the worst forms of child 

labour and for their rehabilitation and social integration 

c) Ensure access to free basic education and, wherever 

possible and appropriate, vocational training, for all 

children removed from the worst forms of child labour. 

d) Identify and reach out to children at special risk 

e) Take account of the special situation of girls. 

In 2001 after ratifying the convention Bangladesh 

government takes a project to combat the worst forms of 

child labour in urban areas. At the same time ILO and Royal 

Netherlands Embassy help a pilot project to develop a time 

bounded program (TBM) to reduce the worst forms of child 

labour [53]. 

5. Perspective of the ASK 

The ASK (Ain o Salish Kendra), a national legal aid and 

human rights organization, provides legal and social support 

to the disempowered, particularly women, working children 

and workers. Its goal is to create a society based on equality, 

social and gender justice and rule of law. It seeks to create an 

environment for accountability and transparency of 

governance institutions. It is working to establish human 

rights especially the child rights in Bangladesh. To fulfill 

their objectives they arrange seminars, round-table dialogue, 

monthly publications of human rights report across the 

country to aware the general people and the policy makers. 

6. Perspective of Aporajeo 
Bangla 

This Non-government organization Aporajeo Bangla by 

name works mainly to protect child rights. From the very 

beginning they are taking various programmes for the 

development of thrown away children of the capital city of 

Bangladesh and they are in need of collaboration of 

government and communities to solve the basic problem of 

these children. 

7. Perspective of the BELA 

The BELA (Bangladesh Environment Lawyers Association) 

emphasizes on the sustainable development with the 

protection of environment. In the very present time they raise 

voice to ensure eco-health for the future generation mostly 

the rootless children. 

8. Application of Human Rights 
Framework to Curb the 
Sorry Tales of theThrown 

Away Children in 

Bangladesh 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 

rights. In 1948, the UN General Assembly passed the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), which 

referred in article 25 to childhood as entitled to "special care 

and assistance” [54-56]. Bangladesh is obliged under both 

national and international law to protect and promote the 

rights and interests of children. According to the Article 17 

and 19 of the constitution of Bangladesh, the state should 

take proper measures of free and compulsory education for 

the children along with equal economic development 

throughout the country and to fulfilling this condition; the 

government of Bangladesh under the Ministry of Social 

Welfare builds up five vagrancy centers. But most of the 

beggars do not want to spend their time into the vagrancy 

centers because of various problems along with insufficient 

food facility, treatment opportunity, rehabilitation insecurity, 

recreational lacking and so on. In 1990 Bangladesh 

government passed the primary education Act and in 1993 it 
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established the compulsory primary education system for 

children age 6 years and above. In 1991 to 1996 the 

government of Bangladesh adopted the National Children 

Policy (NCP) and formulated the national plane of action for 

children [57]. The constitution of Bangladesh and children’s 

Act 1974 guarantees basic and fundamental human rights and 

ensures affirmative action for children. The rights are the 

guiding principles for formulating policies and laws to 

protect restricting development and hazardous work that can 

help children to develop in free way. As a result Bangladesh 

government has taken initially a number of policies and plans 

to promote equitable inclusive and high quality education to 

reduce child labor. Bangladesh is a signatory to and has 

ratified most of the major international convention related to 

children except for the ILO (International Labour 

Organization) Minimum Age Convention (No. 138) [58]. 

Bangladesh has signed and ratified the convention of the 

Right of the Child (1989) which indicates to protect and 

promote the rights and interests of the child, such as the right 

to a compulsory and free education (Article 28 & 29) the 

right to be protect from exploitative work or performing any 

work that may be considered hazardous, interferes with the 

child’s education or is harmful to the Child’s development 

(Article 32) and right to an adequate standard of living 

(Article 27). Bangladesh is also the first South Asian country 

to ratify the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention (No. 

182) in March 2001 which imposes an obligation upon to 

“take immediate and effective measures to secure the 

prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour 

as a matter of urgency” (Article 1). Such as all forms of 

slavery or practices similar to slavery child prostitution [59], 

child pornography, using children for illicit activities and 

work which would harm the physical, social and moral 

development of children (Article 3) [60, 61]. The 

Government of Bangladesh also ratified the UN Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its 

Optional Protocol as well. Article 7 of UN CRPD ensures the 

rights of Children with disabilities [62]. 

9. Discussion 

There are many causes like poverty, culture and tradition, 

barriers to education, market demand, the effect of income 

shocks on householder and lack of legislation or poor 

enforcement of existing legislation that can led unsafe 

childhood in developing country like Bangladesh. Thrown 

away children has no minimum standard of living so they are 

forced to go earn livelihood through child labour, that can 

destroys children creativity and innocence because at that 

time they need to learn something. It can also damage 

children physical and mental health and involves children 

bad activities like drugs, robbery etc. Child labour can also 

reduce to get good job opportunity because in this life time 

they need to have a good education. It can also decrease the 

efficiency of the work force because more uneducated 

workforce [63-65]. In developing countries like Bangladesh 

having most of the people are poor and uneducated they are 

live from hand to mouth and so they have considered the 

child labor as solution to poverty. A survey states that there 

are 70% of child labour in Bangladesh is members of 

landless and floating families to reduce poverty. It is seemed 

that child labour is very harmful of children in Bangladesh 

that can lead no right way to growand develop in free way. It 

can also damage children physical and mental health. We 

know that children of today become the adults of the future 

and need invest to protect them. It is also believe that poverty 

is a great problem in our country that can lead increase child 

labor but I don’t support this responses that if father is a 

farmer then his children do work in the field to help them we 

can change this tradition. Bangladesh is a small country but 

population size is increasing day by day so population is the 

main problem in Bangladesh for this reason most of the 

people are poor and they cannot properly take care of their 

children. So at first we have to control our population density 

and ensuring education for all children. Family planning can 

reduce our population size [25]. We have to build awareness 

of the parents who are sending their children into factories 

and textile mills for earning money. It also a matter of great 

think that some time they are victims by natural disaster and 

send their children different kinds of works [66, 67]. In 

ruralareas so many child labor here so they have to take 

another project for rural children to reduce rural child labour 

and give same opportunity like urban children. They have 

also taken another project like National Children Policy it 

can obviously reduce child labour as a social belief. The 

UNICEF also helps to improve birth registration and at last 

they are able to give birth certificates everyone in 

Bangladesh, I believe that this will also reduce child labour 

[35, 62]. The ILO and Netherlands Embassy also help the 

TBM (time-bounded program) to reduce the worst forms of 

child labour because it is includes awareness-raising and 

advocacy, policy andlegal reform, urban informal economy, 

rural informal economy, basic education, technical education, 

poverty reduction and unconditional worst forms of homeless 

children. We know that child labor is a great problem in 

Bangladesh [68-70]. 

At first Bangladesh government should immediately take 

action on corruption because if government has corruption 

then anyone can not apply their policy. The UNICEF, the ILO 

can also communicate with local NGOs to apply their 

policies. They also can take another project food for 

educating the thrown away children at different sites of the 

country. For example if the parents send their children for 



33 M. Kamruzzaman and M. A. Hakim:  Basic Rights on the Wane, Human Rights on Brown Study:  

A Case Study on Thrown Away Children in Bangladesh 

education then they will get food. So most of the parents who 

are poor they will send their children for education. 

10. Conclusion 

Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in South Asia. 

Most of the families are poor who cannot access their rights 

at all and they are to face different inhuman conditions to 

retain their family and social bonding. The situation of 

thrown away children is in beggar description. So, to make a 

safe childhood basic and human rights must be ensured for 

them. We can make employers and families aware and 

sensitize regarding child rights. We can also make 

partnership, collaboration and co-operation among 

stakeholders and their commitment also we can knowledge 

sharing, mobilizing technical and financial support and 

strengthening capacity to reduce violence against children 

and occurrences of exploitation. We have to increase public 

spending on safe shelter, food, education, expand access and 

quality of technical and vocational education. 
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