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Abstract

The descriptive type of cross sectional study was carried out among the 35 prisoners taking purposively from ‘Tangail District
Jail” of Bangladesh. Most of the respondents (82.86%) were male and (34.2%) between 26 to 30 years of age while 82.9%
were married and 11.4% were Rickshaw puller, Driver and Farmer with 1200BDT to 5000BDT monthly income (62.9%).
Among the prisoners 20.0% were related with theft, 22.9% with drug, 11.4% with robbery and 8.6% with murder, dacoits and
hijacking while most of them (77.1%) were satisfied over the prison where 62.9% met with relatives within 7 days and 8.6%
were bound to give bribe for meeting with family. It was also found 28% respondents were the victim of torture in the jail and
there is a relationship between satisfactions on prisoner and recidivism. The study was recommended to take a collaborative
action to all the stakeholders for the improvement of prison system ensuring human rights and security to reform the prisoners
which may contribute to reduce recidivism and crime in the society.
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management of jails, the confinement and treatment of
1. Introduction persons there in and maintenance of discipline amongst
them” (Bengal Jail Code p. 1). According to the ordinance
Act of 1894 a prison house is a particular building or a
building complex set up and maintained by the state
Government for keeping on a temporary or permanent basis
the convicts and the under trials. Fairchild defined prison
house is “penal institution operated by either the state or the
Prison is a place which gives shelter and correctional therapy  federal Government and used only for adult offenders whose
to the persons of a particular category. Prison means a place  sentences exceed one year. The prison house is a penal

for detention [2]. The jail system of Bangladesh is based on  institution. The aim of this institution is to penalize the
the legislation of the prison Act of 1894 which was adopted  antisocial individuals and criminals [3-6].

from the England prison Act of 1877 and most of the jails
were constructed during the English colonial period.
Currently jail administration is carried out on the basis of the
“Bengal jail code” which regulates “the establishment and

Prison is a system of punishment and also a sort of
institutional placement of under-trials and suspects during the
period of trial. Prison may serve to deter the offender or it
may be used as a method of retribution or vengeance by
making the life of the offender miserable and difficult [1].

Prisons of Bangladesh are notorious for their subhuman
living conditions. Substandard infrastructure and the lack of
basic amenities along with a chronic shortage of funds,
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overall neglect of the prisoners are systematic corruption
renders most prison virtually inhabitable. Perhaps the most
notable feature of prisons in the immense overcrowding
found uniformly across the country. To study on attitude
towards prison environment among the under-trail prisoner
and their families have discussed about the prisoners wants,
administrative facilities, how correctional institutions are
working, prisoner’s rehabilitation prisons
disadvantages, complaint about the system etc. Sometimes
prisoners are addicting to be more violent by aiding other
inmates. In case a normal prisoner after release becoming
more violent and becoming more harmful for society [7-15].

program,

The prison system of Bangladesh had its inception in the
legislation of the Prison Act of 1894 which has basically derived
from the England Prison Act 1877. The correctional system is
administratively centralized. Although 56 years ago Bangladesh
cast of British rules, Bangladeshi jail is still administered under
the century old colonial prison act. Jails are controlled by the
ministry of homes and their operational responsibility vested in
the prisons, directorate. Jail administration is being carried out
on the “Bengal Jail Code” of 1864. In public have fear and
wrong concept about the prison. People determined that, it is a
place which is hard to lead a normal life [16-21]. The jail
administration of Bangladesh is in a great problem to maintain
the jails all over the country. The numbers of inmates are
increasing rapidly but the capacity was not increased. For the
absent of the jail super the care taker power is given to the
District Magistrate. The utility of prison as an institution for
rehabilitation of offenders and preparing them for normal life
has always been a controversial issue. There are various
problems are caused inside the prison which include
overcrowding, problem of prison administration, custodial
torture, insufficient food and medical care, bribe, misbehaviour
of prison staff etc. So I choose it [22-25].

According to section 3 of prison act IX of 1864 prison means
any jail or place used permanently or temporarily under the
general or special orders of the govt. for detention or
confinement of prisoners and include all lands, building etc.
It is popular known that “LAL DALAN” which is surrounded
by a high rise wall and inside arrested the people where their
feelings, sorrows which cannot touch ourselves and affected
our motion. It seems another world. It is properly unknown to
all the jails intervention. In 1552 in London a place named
“St Briget Well” was pointed as the first jail of the world. In
1957 the British government made so more. In 1600 ordered
to make jail in county. The main aim of the jail was for
labour and teaching the regularity. In 18" century it took a
greater dignity. That time men and women are kept in same
cell, sociologist John Haward worked for reform the jail. In
(1773bc -1790bc) caused the change in jail management. In
1812 England first build the National Jail “Milk Bank”. It

was arranged by three kilometres long veranda which
includes more than hundreds cell. The expenditure was 25
lakh pounds. It took 9 years to build [26-29].

In U.S.A. 1790 build a National Jail “Wal Nut St. Jail” in
Philadelphia kingdom. Next New York build National Jail
1796 and in Maryland 1829. In 1831 Vermont jail approved
letter give and take policy. In 1836 India sub continent build
the jail in various mohokooma and districts. “Code of Rules”
was first introduced to maintain the jail in 1864. In 1971 after
freedom fight “Bangladesh Jail” (BDJ) was introduced and
started their activities with 4 central jails and 43 sub jails. In
1997 the sub jails turned to district jail. Now in Bangladesh
have 13 central jails and 55 district jail and containing above
85000 inmates [30-36].

Therefore, this study was moused upon the environment of
prison in Bangladesh and to know about food and medical
care, to understand the attitude of people toward prison and
also to learn the behaviours shown by the prison
administration.

2. Methodology

The study was a descriptive cross-sectional study conducted at
purposively selected ‘Tangail District Jail’ of Bangladesh.
There were taken a sum of 35 prisoners (pre trial, trial, under
trial, detention and convicted offenders) including their
families using in vogue purposive sampling method for
continuation of the study in full swing. A well-structured
questionnaire was developed containing both the open and
closed ended query to collect data interviewing the
respondents in the study areas. The gained collected data was
checked far away from the sample areas. The questionnaire
was formed in order to gain the relevant information
considering the dependent variables i.e., age group, level of
education, residency, occupation, socio-economic contour and
independent variable i.e., nature and number of complaints
against them during July 2012 to June 2013. It was also
emphasized on observation method to avoid debating answer
and realizing in sense. The questionnaire was checked daily
closing the field work, rechecked again after collecting all data
and coded before entrancing into the computer technology. The
data was edited if seeing any discrepancy (wrong entry, doubt
entry etc.) and the data was processed to undergo statistical
analysis using SPSS 16 windows program. Microsoft Word
and Microsoft Excel were taken into consideration to focus the
results using tabular and chart icon.

3. Results

It was found from the study; most of the respondents
(82.86%) were male and 34.2% were between 26 to 30 years
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of age. Among them 82.9% were married and education level  Driver and Farmer and monthly income of 62.9% were
of 31.4% were up to PSC while 11.4% were Rickshaw puller,  between 1200BDT to 5000BDT where 54.3% urban.

complain against the respondent
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U cheating U women oppression
B hijacking O theft
B dacoit O drug
B murder M accident
O unlawfully taking money O false case
Figure 1. Complain against the respondents.
Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents (N= 35). Parameters Frequency Percentage
Driver 4 11.4
Parameters Frequency Percentage Service 2 5.7
Sex Garment worker 1 2.9
Male 29 82.86 Maid servant 1 29
Female 6 17.14 Farmer 4 11.4
Age (years) Guard 1 29
20-25 8 22.7 Foreigner 1 29
26-30 12 34.2 Tailor 1 2.9
31-35 7 20.0 Business 6 17.1
36-40 2 5.7 Weaver 1 2.9
41-45 3 8.6 Marital Status
46-50 1 2.9 Married 29 82.9
51-55 1 29 Unmarried 5 143
56-60 1 29 Divorced 1 29
Educational status Day labour 2 5.7
PSC 11 31.4 Monthly Income (BDT)
JSC 9 25.7 <1200 2 5.7
S.S.C. 3 8.6 1200-5000 22 62.9
H.S.C. 3 8.6 5001-10000 7 20.0
Graduate 1 2.9 10001-15000 1 2.8
Illiterate 8 22.8 15001-20000 1 2.8
Occupation 20001-25000 1 2.8
Day labour 2 5.7 >25000 1 2.8
Unemployed 2 5.7 Residence
Rickshaw puller 4 11.4 Urban 19 54.3
Fisher man 1 29 Sub-urban 5 14.3
Brick field 1 2.9 Rural 10 28.6
Housewife 2 5.7 Floating 1 2.8
Prostitute 1 2.9
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Figure 1 showed that, 20.0% prisoners were related with theft,
22.9% with drug, 11.4% with robbery, 8.6% with murder,
8.6% with dacoits and 8.6% were related with hijacking.

Table 2. Attitude toward prison environment of the respondents.

Parameters Frequency Percentage
Satisfactions over the prison

Satisfied 27 77.1
Un satisfied 8 229
Family condition after having jail

Good 6 17.1
Bad 29 82.9
Meeting with relatives how many days later

0-7 22 62.9
8-15 2 5.7
16-30 7 20.0
31-60 2 5.7
>60 2 5.7
Recidivism

Yes 6 17.1
No 29 82.9

Table 2 presented that, most of them (77.1%) were satisfied

over the prison while 82.9% said family condition were bad
after having jail. Among them 62.9% met with relatives
within 7 days and 82.9% were not recidivists.

35
30
25
20
15
10

1 2

mYes ®No

Figure 2. Bribe for meeting with family.

Figure 2 showed that 8.6% gave bribe for meeting with
family.

M Yes
ONo

Figure 3. Torture on the prisoners.

The study found 28% were the victim of torture in the prison environment (Figure 3).

Table 3. Cross tabulation between Satisfactions on prison by prisoner and recidivism.

. . . . Recidivism Yes No Total
Satisfaction on prison by prisoner
Satisfied 4 22 26
Unsatisfied 3 6 9
7 28 35

From the study found that there is a good relationship
between satisfactions on prisoner and recidivism (Table 3).

4. Discussion

The ‘vision’ of the Department of Prisons of Bangladesh is
stated as “We shall keep safe and show the path of light”
which denotes that this department is by itself pledge-bound

to ensure the safety of the inmates and show them the path of
light so that they themselves learn to hate the commission of
offences in the days to come [37-39]. The ‘mission’ of the
Department is declared as “Affirmation of safe imprisonment
of the prisoners, maintenance of the strict safety discipline of
the jails, humanitarian behaviour with the prisoners, giving of
opportunity to them for their proper residence, food, medical
treatment and meeting with their relatives, friends and
lawyers and motivation and giving of training to them with
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the aim of rehabilitation of them as good citizens to the
society”. But today’s scenario proves that these mission and
vision are now only ‘black letter view’ and lost their appeal
to the authorities concerned [40, 41]. The inmates in the
prisons are now living their life which is even ‘more than
subhuman one’ and they are usually treated by the Police
with an inferior approach which is, in no
humanitarian; nor even ‘human’. Both the mission and the
vision dictate that the prisons will be some places of
reformation and rehabilitation wherein the path of light will
be shown to the inmates and the inmates will be treated with
an outlook of rehabilitation to send them back to the society
as normal citizens but the reality is totally disappointing [42-
45]. The supply of food is inadequate for the prisoner and it
is supplied according the jail diet scale. Now-a-days, prison
cells went life-threatening due to the ‘overcrowding’. If the

sense,

correctional and reformative measures are not applied to the
inmates, then overcrowding of prison is sure to occur. When
the surplus number of the prisoners gets accommodated
beyond the prison capacity, then life becomes so as not to be
lived, rather to be dragged. Beside that misbehaviour, torture
etc. have influence on their mentality which can create
mental problem. To explore the overall evaluation in this
harder enough and therefore the spatial
microsimulation modelling [46-49] can bear fruit in
designing preferable policies to see the governments and
NGOs about environmental and spatial effects [50-56] across
different sites in the country.

issue is

5. Conclusion

Social workers, psychologists and eminent reformists feel
that prisons should be the places of incarceration of the
offenders for their chastisement. Punishment is imposed
because it is unavoidable to eradicate evils of the crime from
society. Hence there is no sense in considering them as out
casts and pests of the society. Human rights have been
declared in many international conventions and in the
constitution for detainees. Our constitution has guaranteed
the prison inmates the full human rights. Prison should be
places of acceptance, understanding and love. Because they
are our people, our misguided brothers and sisters, they
should be given protection, care and treatment for their
reintegration in the society as useful citizen.

Criminality and humanity are the two sides of the coin.
Prison reforms for dealing with human security in our prisons
are quite understandably difficult to achieve but not
impossible if government and personnel of prison
administration take necessary steps towards improvement of
our prison system.

Recommendation

Firstly, the prison system of this country is regulated by the
Acts enacted and Rules made in the British colonial regime
to which expected and needed changes have not been
brought. these outdated laws and procedures have to be
amended to date to meet the necessities of changed time and
situation so as to ensure for the prisoners fundamental human
rights to a certain extent and standard, welfare scheme and
reform programs, vocational training programs, a good
salubrious environment, adequate medical service, special
attention to women and children and regular monitoring of
the overall management.

Secondly, the government should take necessary steps so that
the staffs are never being able to take money more than the
government approved. If it can’t be done then the tradition of
the bribe in the prison will never be demolished. The
government should give the legal aid to the poor people who
can’t provide the cost of the trial.

Thirdly, the staff should change their attitude, develop
morality and be honest to their duty. It is mostly needed
because they are the main. If they will never change then
nothing can do anything.

Fourthly, the awareness building to the general people is one of
best recommendation to remove the problems in the prison.

Fifthly, judicial activism should be made more smooth and
speedy with quick disposal of the cases through formal as
well as informal or quasi-formal devices.

Finally, to escape the overcrowding of prisons, ‘Plea
Bargaining’ system can be introduced in the country. ‘ADR’
(Alternative Dispute Resolution)
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